Town of Bethel, VT Quimby Town Forest
Forest Management Plan Amendment

May 28", 2025

Overview

The Forest Management Plan (FMP) for the Quimby Town Forest calls for 4-acre openings in
Stand 1. This amendment is to expand these to ¥2-1 acre in size.

Current Prescribed Treatment
2021 Single Tree and Group Selection

This single tree and groups selection will focus on regenerating parts of the stand while
releasing trees to increase growth and vigor. It will help move the stand further toward an
uneven aged state. The groups should be no larger than .25ac in size. No more than 15% or
3.6ac total of the stand should be in groups. Groups should be in areas of poor quality,
areas of established desired regeneration or mature trees that have met their diameter
objectives.

In-between the groups, implement a single tree selection harvest that will reduce basal
area to 90-80ft2. The selection cut should focus on releasing desirable growing stock and
removing poor quality trees. Primary trees to be managed for in this stand are sugar maple,
red maple, resistant beech and white ash, though all species should be considered for
retention to promote species diversity.

Amended Treatment
2021 Single Tree and Group Selection

This single tree and groups selection will focus on regenerating parts of the stand while
releasing trees to increase growth and vigor. It will help move the stand further toward an
uneven aged state. The groups should be 0.5-1 acre in size. No more than 15% or 3.6ac
total of the stand should be in groups. Groups should be in areas of poor quality, areas of
established desired regeneration or mature trees that have met their diameter objectives.

In-between the groups, implement a single tree selection harvest that will reduce basal
area to 90-80ft2. The selection cut should focus on releasing desirable growing stock and



removing poor quality trees. Primary trees to be managed for in this stand are sugar maple,
red maple, resistant beech and white ash, though all species should be considered for
retention to promote species diversity.

Justification

Increasing group size will help discourage the further establishment of beech in the
understory. Beech is currently very dense in the understory. Creating small openings (1/4
acre or less) will create ideal partial-shade conditions for beech to keep spreading,
outcompeting other tree species. Larger openings will allow a greater diversity of tree
species to germinate and hopefully thrive.

Acceptance

This FMP amendment is accepted by:




