Adjourned Meeting of the Bethel Board of Selectmen July 25, 2013 Minutes

Present: Bill Hall, Carl Russell, Joe De Freitas, Delbert Cloud, Neal Fox, Robert Gaiko, Maurice
Brigham, Kristen Judkins, and Jennie Marx.

Chairman Hall called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm. The Board interviewed each of the
applicants for the Solid Waste Program Board of Directors: Neal Fox, Robert Gaiko, Maurice
Brigham, and Kristen Judkins. The Board met with the applicants at their scheduled times, and
gave each an opportunity to describe their interest in the position, their background and
expertise, any ideas for the future of the program, and any questions they might have for the
Board.

At the conclusion of the interviews, the Board discussed the qualifications of the applicants,
noting that all had impressive credentials and that the Board appreciated the amount of public
interest in the position. Selectman Carl Russell made a motion to appoint Robert Gaiko to the
Solid Waste Board of Directors; Selectman Joe De Freitas seconded, Bill Hall concurred, and the
motion passed. Russell made a motion to appoint Kristen Judkins to the Solid Waste Board of
Directors; De Freitas declined, in favor of Neal Fox. Hall seconded the motion in favor of
Judkins, and the motion passed. Town Manager Delbert Cloud will follow up with all of the
interviewees letting them know of the Board’s decision, and their appreciation for all who
applied. Cloud asked whether a meeting of the new Solid Waste Board and the Selectboards
from Bethel and Royalton would be an appropriate way to handle the transition. Hall stated he
was in favor of this idea, and asked that Cloud follow up with the Royalton Board to set a date,
probably either August 13 or August 14.

Continuing in the Reports, Motions, and Ordinances item, the Board and Cloud discussed the
potential waiver of the 8% penalty for untimely filed homestead declarations. They reviewed the
statutes, as well as communications with the Department of Taxes and other agencies on this
matter. Russell made a motion to waive the 8% penalty for the eight untimely filed homestead
declarations that the Town is currently aware of, and extended this waiver to untimely
declarations that may surface in the future, but this waiver does not apply to fraudulent filing.
De Freitas seconded, Hall concurred, and the motion passed.

In Other Business, De Freitas made a motion to accept the July 22 minutes as written; Russell
seconded and the motion passed. Following up with items in the notes, Cloud stated that the
lower part of Dartt Hill had been graded that day. Brigham asked about the status of the Mears
property, which was part of the Hazard Mitigation Home Buy-Out Program. The Board noted
they were considering ways the Town could get value from the property.

The Board discussed how to assist the Recreation Committee in moving forward with their
renovation project, now that Abbie Sherman has stepped down from the Committee. Hall stated
that he wanted to look into the Town’s long-term capital plan and existing debt to find a way to
fund this project. Hall and Russell noted that the project may have to be done in stages in order
to address the facility’s immediate needs. Cloud reported he would look ahead into the FY 2015
information and consider how this project could be addressed.

Russell made a motion to adjourn, De Freitas seconded, and the meeting was adjourned at
7:57 pm.
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