Town of Bethel, Vermont
Conservation Commission Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, 10/14/25, 6:00 PM

Meeting brought to order at 5:45pm (prior to the start of presentation at 6pm).

Present:

Emily Miller, Ferron Griffin, Stephanie Nyzio ,Lisa Campbell, Mary Floyd, Mark
Heckman, and the public

1. Minutes: We will address minutes from September at our November meeting.
2. Quimby Town Forest

a. Tree-marking paint was ordered and paid for by Ferron.
b. The CC voted unanimously to reimburse Ferron $508.25 from the CC Fund.
c. Some discussion about what might be necessary to upgrade the road.

3. Main St. Plantings

a. Plantings have been maintained by folks in town. They are in need of soil and
inquired.

b. Money from the Parks and Public Spaces budget (general fund) is available to
purchase soil or materials.

4. Climate Forestry Presentation with Al Freeman, Climate Forester for state of VT

a. past land use history has shaped our current forests:
i. early 1700s - clearing starting in
ii. early 1800s - height of farming.
iii.  1850s - farm abandonment (species from disturbed sites, like white pine
get established)
iv.  1910s- abandoned farm succession (large white pine cuts)
v. 1915 - hardwood succession
vi.  1930- continued succession, with early successional species
vii.  Today - >80% of the region’s forests are 40-120 years old.
b. forest resilience and adaptation
i. resilience
1. Simple vs. complex forest structure: more complex forests have
more ways to withstand and recover from disturbances (climate,
pests and pathogens).

2. resilience: diversity of tree species (important for mast, leaf-out
and spring ephemerals, etc.), various sizes and ages of trees
redundancy is valuable

4. appropriate amount of deadwood is needed (standing and
downed logs)
a. helps slow and sink water in food events
b. great for wildlife
5. structural complexity helps increase resilience
6. complexity in patches too (“mosaic on the landscape”)
7. connected forests are more resilient than fragmented forests
ii. adaptation
1. Resistance, resilience, transition (RRT)

w



2. adaptive silvicultures for climate change
(adtptivesilivculture.org/)
c. climate changein VT
i.  VTis experiencing an increase in: extreme weather, predation,
introduced pests (e.g. beech leaf disease, a slash wall to exclude deer),
habitat shifts
ii. climate change tree atlas website
(https://www.fs.usda.gov/nrs/atlas/tree/tree_atlas.html)
d. Assessing vulnerability
i.  potential impacts and adaptive capacity inform the vulnerability
e. management decisions and resources:
i.  want to optimize multiple objectives, not maximize a single objective.
ii. Increasing forest resilience (document)
1. keep forests forested and connected
2. minimize forest stress
3. reduce vulnerability
4. provide refugia
5. monitor your forest
iii. VT Coverts is an excellent source and is coming out with a guide for
landowners (https://vtcoverts.org/index.html)
iv.  NIACS (https://niacs.org/)
v. UVM Extension (https://www.uvm.edu/extension/forestry)
vi.  Monitor after treatments are applied. Be on the lookout for
opportunities to intervene.
5. Forward Fest recap - to be addressed at a future meeting.
6. Other

Meeting adjourned at approximately 7pm. The next meeting will be in the Town Office on
Tuesday, 11/11/25.

Record keeping
1. Terms of Conservation Commission members (dates indicate end of 3-year terms)

a. Mary Floyd 2027
b. Ferron Griffin 2028
c. Emily Miller 2028
d. Danny Dover 2028
e. Lisa Campbell 2026
f. Mark Heckmann 2027
g. W. Chris Fors 2027
h. Stephanie Nyzio 2027

2. CC Capital Investment Fund Balance as of June 2024 = $9074.
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