Town of Bethel, Vermont
Conservation Commission Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, 12/9/25, 6:30 PM

Meeting brought to order at 6:30pm.

Present:

Emily Miller, Ferron Griffin, Stephanie Nyzio ,Lisa Campbell, Mark Heckman,
Chris Fors, Danny Dover, Mary Floyd and Ele Griffin.

1. Minutes: Minutes from September, October (before the climate forester talk) and
November (joint meeting with Rec Committee) were approved as written .
2. Recap on meeting with Rec Comm.

a.

Past and upcoming joint events with the Rec Comm.

i.  Ele shared that they raised $230 through the 5k Trail Fest day = $230. We
agreed that $100 should go to Ridgeline and the Rec Comm. will keep
the remainder.

ii. Bottle drive on 12/13/25, 10-12pm.

iii.  Winter trail day on 2/14/25.

iv.  Recipe book is ongoing.
People are interested in improving the crosswalk (between school and athletic
fields).
Trails are popular! Lots of people are interested in more trails. Quimby
connector trail and Branliere trail loops are close to the top of the list.

3. Quimby Town Forest update

a.
b.

Paint has been picked up by the foresters.

Mary is working on a historical project about the Quimbys. Talk upcoming on
1/18.

Ferron created a listserve from the names gathered at Forward Fest and emailed
out with initial contact.

4. Kate’s pond update

Landowner is interested in an update, but Mary was unsuccessful in following
up with the number left for her.

Waiting to hear more from the White River Partnership about plans. Ferron will
reach out to Christian about joining us for an upcoming winter meeting.

VOREC update: there are a few remaining items, but is close to wrapping up.

The town has asked and the CC has agreed to accept $1500 rather than the

typical $2500.

Association of VT Conservation Commissions (AVCC) membership: we will reup

for 2026. Mary will take care of the process.

Camp Brook Town Forest proposal from Danny

i.  Some discussion about pursuing a conservation easement for the town

forest. We discussed the potential to pursue designation of it as an
“ecological reserve area” (most restrictive, basically preservation),
“biodiversity conservation area” (allows for some management for
limited species) , or “Natural resource management area”.



ii. We hope to have someone from the Vermont Land Trust come to talk
with us about the process. Danny will follow up.

Meeting adjourned at approximately 8pm. The next meeting will be in the Town Office on
Tuesday, 1/13/26.

Record keeping
1. Terms of Conservation Commission members (dates indicate end of 3-year terms)

a. Mary Floyd 2027
b. Ferron Griffin 2028
c. Emily Miller 2028
d. Danny Dover 2028
e. Lisa Campbell 2026
f. Mark Heckmann 2027
g. W. Chris Fors 2027

h. Stephanie Nyzio 2027
2. CC Capital Investment Fund Balance as of June 2024 = $9074.



