Town of Bethel, Vermont
Conservation Commission Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, 3/10/25, 6:35 PM

Meeting brought to order at 6:30pm.

Present:

Emily Miller, Ferron Griffin, Stephanie Nyzio, Lisa Campbell, Mark Heckman,
Chris Fors, and Danny Dover.

1. Minutes: Minutes from December were approved as written .
2. Weber-Dimock Dam removal, zoom meeting with Allaire Diamond

a.

tabled until we can get the zoom meeting sorted and others with more
information can join.

3. Town Plan discussion

a.
b.

Several members have been interviewed by Daisy Andrews.
Some discussion about encouraging development/new housing in the town
center.

4. VT Land Trust and Camp Brook Forest

a.

We had previously talked about conservation possibilities for the Camp Brook
Forest. One of the possible guiding documents for this project would be the VT
Conservation Plan.

Danny reported out on the VT Conservation Plan. This plan (Act 59) directed the
state to conserve 30% of the state’s land by 2030 and 50% by 2050. The state
did an inventory, which allowed them to identify areas where VT is doing well
and where VT needs to do more. It appears that the area around Bethel does
not fall within the priority areas identified by the state.

We would like to invite Jens Hilke, VT Fish and Wildlife, to come help us
understand how the state plan might be applied locally. Might consider meeting
jointly with the Planning Commission. Danny will follow up.

5. Quimby Town Forest update

a.

Dan Healy, County Forester, reports that he is making progress on the project.
Looking forward to a public tour this spring. The project might be ready to go
out to bid by the end of spring.

b. We will discuss a potential public event next time.
6. Kate's pond update

a.

update coming

7. Any other business

a.

The BCC is a member of the AVCC. This makes us eligible for the Tiny Grants
applications (due 4/11/26). Something to consider for next year.
Green Up Day, 5/2

i.  Mark is connecting about the meal again.

ii.  Similar plan to last year.
Flag Pole Hill: Danny shared a potential trail that connects Branliere up to the
established hike, and another trail that goes zig zags up from town to the
flagpole.


https://vtconservation.com/

Meeting adjourned at approximately 8pm. The next meeting will be in the Town Office on
Tuesday, 4/14/26.

Record keeping
1. Terms of Conservation Commission members (dates indicate end of 3-year terms)

a. Mary Floyd 2027
b. Ferron Griffin 2028
c. Emily Miller 2028
d. Danny Dover 2028
e. Lisa Campbell 2026
f. Mark Heckmann 2027
g. W. Chris Fors 2027

h. Stephanie Nyzio 2027
2. CC Capital Investment Fund Balance as of June 2025 = $11,575.



