
Bethel Development Review Board 
Tuesday, March 17, 2026 
 Draft Minutes of Meeting 

 
Board Members Present:  Eric Benson, Penny Griffin, Charles Washburn, Brad Andrews, Owen 
Daniel-McCarter (via Zoom), Dana Cole-Levesque. 
 
Public Present: None 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM. 
 
A Public Hearing was opened for an application by the Town of Bethel for the removal and 
replacement of a salt shed and construction of a “pole barn” equipment shed at the current town 
garage location at 443 Sand Hill Road, ID #15-001.000, Map #15-196.000.  The property lies in the 
Well Head Protection Zone as well as the Village District. Notifications from all abutting property 
owners were submitted to the board. Bethel Town Manager Therese Kirby was present and 
explained that the scope of the project included removing and replacing the existing 24' x 40' 
deteriorating salt shed with a new 30' x 30' Quonset hut style metal structure that includes a 
concrete slab base and side walls. The new structure will greatly improve the current situation 
where salt is occasionally exposed to the elements. In additional a new 40' x 60' wood framed 
structure is to be constructed near the cell tower located on the property. A site sketch was submitted 
showing the buildings locations meeting the current setback requirements for the district. Ms. Kirby 
also noted that an older underground fuel storage tank had been recently removed and replaced with 
an above ground double walled tank in an effort to better safeguard a possible fuel spill/leak in this 
area. 
 
The Board then reviewed Section 4.13 Well Head Protection Overlay District, along with Section 
2.4 Limitations on Regulation under this Bylaw. The latter restricts the DRB's overview only with 
respect to location, size, height, building bulk, yards, courts, setbacks,density of buildings, off-street 
parking, loading facilities, traffic, noise,lighting, landscaping, and screening requirements, and only 
to the extent that regulations do not have an effect of interfering with the intended functional use. 
 
Discussion then ensued regarding the location of the pole barn shed in relation to the top of the sand 
pit off the rear of the shed. Concern was raised regarding the possibility of the rain water runoff 
from the roof possibly increasing the erosion of the rim of the sand pit.   
 
A motion was then made by O. Daniel-McCarter to approve the application with the condition that 
crushed stone is to be placed under the drip line along the rear of the structure so as to minimize any 
possible erosion to the top edge of the sand pit. The motion was seconded by D. Cole-Levesque an 
passed by unanimous vote. 
 
The hearing was closed and the Board reviewed and revised the minutes from the November 11, 
2025 meeting. 
 
There being no other business at hand, the meeting was closed at 7:41 PM. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Eric Benson 
 
  
 



 
 


