Bethel Development Review Board
Tuesday, April 7, 2026
Draft Minutes of Meeting

Board Members Present: Eric Benson, Charles Washburn, Brad Andrews, Owen Daniel-McCarter
(via Zoom).

Public Present: None
The meeting was called to order at 7:06 PM.

A Public Hearing was opened for a conditional use application by Casey Griffin for a property
owned by Fred & Penny Griffin located at 69 Church Street, ID #15-050.000, Map #15-232.000.
The property lies in the Village District. Notifications from all abutting property owners were
submitted to the board. The Applicant, as well as one of the owners, Fred Griffin were present.
(Note: Penny Griffin, co-owner of the property and a member of the Bethel Development Review
Board has recused herself from this hearing and was not present. The Zoning Administrator had
referred the application to the DRB as the proposed use “Individual Service” is a conditional use in
the Village District and can only be approved after a public hearing before this Board.

The property currently consists of a .9 acre lot currently improved with a single-wide manufactured
home and two car garage. Access to the property is via a right-of-way from Church Street and
across an adjacent lot owned by the Town of Bethel. The Applicant presented a site plan and
explained that he would like to relocate his small engine sales and repair business from Camp
Brook Road to the existing garage and yard at this location on Church Street. The Manufactured
home will be rented to a separate tenant. The only change to the property will be the construction of
a 10' x 30" addition to the front of the garage which falls outside of the current boundary setbacks.
His plan is to display new equipment along the front and east side of the garage. Used and
equipment on-site for repair will be kept in the space behind the garage. Lighting will be installed in
the roof overhangs and motion lighting installed on the front of the garage. Business hours will be
either between the hours of 8 to 4 or 9 to 5 weekdays, and Saturday mornings. Parking
requirements will be between 2 and 6 cars at a time daily.

The Board then reviewed Section 6.8.2 General Conditional Use Standards from the Unified Bylaw.
Section 2 Character of the Area Affected and Section 3 Noise, and Exterior Storage were discussed
in particular. Screening of the used and equipment for repair was discussed, as well as noise from
operating the equipment (chainsaws, string trimmers, etc.).

Once all the information had been provided and answers given to questions from the Board, the
hearing was closed at 7:28 and the Applicant and property owner departed. The DRB then entered
into a deliberative session.

The Board returned from the deliberative session at 8:10 and a motion was then made by B.
Andrews to approve the application with the following conditions:

1) External lighting will be “down-lighting” only and not directed to any adjacent
properties or shining directly at Church or Main Streets;

2) External noise from power equipment to be within the hours of 9 to 4 daily
excluding Sunday;

3) Used and equipment on-site for repair are to be screened from view from Church and
Main Streets, and the adjacent “Town Band Shell” property by a minimum of a 5
foot high enclosure;



4) There shall be a minimum of 4 designated parking spaces on-site for employee and
customer use.

The motion was seconded by O. Daniel-McCarter and passed by unanimous vote.
The Board then reviewed and revised the minutes from the March 17, 2026 meeting.
There being no other business at hand, the meeting was closed at 8:17 PM.
Respectfully Submitted,

Eric Benson



