
Bethel Development Review Board 
Wednesday, July 1, 2026 
Draft Minutes of Meeting 

 
Board Members Present:  Eric Benson, Penny Griffin, Brad Andrews,  Owen Daniel-MacCarter, 
Dana Cole-Levesque, 
 
Public Present: Bailey Guinn 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM. 
 
A Public Hearing was opened for a conditional use of a new structure located in the mapped River 
Corridor. The property is owned by John Ayer and located at 3099 Peavine Road, ID #04-036.000, 
Map #14-066.000.  The property is in the Medium Density District and the proposed project meets 
all setback requirements.  Notifications from all abutting property owners were submitted to the 
board. It was noted that none had attended the meeting tonight. 
 
Mr. Ayer was invited to describe the situation that brought him to submit this request. He stated his 
desire to build a 10' x 18' wood framed storage shed on the property. The structure will be on a 6”x 
6” beam perimeter and placed on a compacted gravel base. There will be 1 access door and the shed  
will be wired for electricity. 
 
The Board reviewed the tax map and an ANR flood mapping diagram to establish that the proposed 
structure will be located outside of the Special Flood Hazard and within the River Corridor. As 
required, a copy of this permit application was forwarded to River Corridor and Flood Plain 
Manager, Jessica Barsaleau, and her response was reviewed by the board. 
 
The Board then reviewed items 1 through 5 of the criteria found in Section 4.12.4.3, River 
Corridors from the Bethel Unified Bylaw.  After further discussion, a motion was made by D. Cole-
Levesque to approve the variance request based on the finding that the Application had conformed 
with the five statements as required in the Bylaw noted above, and with the condition that the 6” x 
6” beam base is to be secured to the gravel pad with rebar driven vertically through the beams. A 
second for the motion was made by P. Griffin. No further discussion ensued, the motion was called 
to a vote and passed unanimously.  The Applicant was notified of the 30 day appeal period by 
interested persons for decisions made by the DRB. The hearing was closed at 7:17 and the 
Applicant departed. 
 
The Board then reviewed minutes from the April 7, 2026 and June 17, 2026 meetings. Following 
the discovery of a few corrections, the amended minutes were approved.   
        
There being no other business at hand, the meeting was closed at 7:24 PM. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Eric Benson 
 
  
 
 
 


