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FORT FORTITUDE

In the actual construction of the fort, there were 19 men and 19 y_okes of oxen employec!, the rest
being employed in carting materials. Mrs. E.M. Lovejoy, in her History of Royalton, bel‘l‘eves that
the material used for the Bethel fort was taken from the Royaltor.l fort when she states:—**The fact
that Capt. Parkhurst’s company (of Royalton) was detailed to build the fort at Bethel, that so much
carting was required, also that so few boards were bought (boards were purchased only to the agot;n;
of 4,750 feet), has led to the inference that the Royalton fort was taken down and tran_sported to Bethe
to build Fort Fortitude. * * * It is quite likely that hewn logs, near at hand, furnished the greater
part of the material used in the erection of the fort.” . ' .

It was not expected that the fort would be used for any length of time, as the fltomler was a mo; ing
line. During the time of its existence as a garrisoned fort, however, Fort Fortitude proved to be a
distinct asset for the well-being of the vicinity. ' .

Both the Barnard and the Bethel forts were probably of similar constr}lt_:tlon. The picture fJf t.he
Barnard fort, engraved on the marker of Ft. Defiance, gives one an ld‘ea of its appearance. Thls pic-
ture of the Barnard fort was carved, on the powder horn of BBI'.lJamlll (F‘ox, who carried it during
the Revolutionary war. The forts were probably piquet forts,. W-lth bastions at the corners. Robert
Noble of this village believes that the Bethel fort had bastions similar to the Barnard fort. The settlers

called them flankers. Logs were sharpened at one end and set upright in the ground on an enlarged
picket fence principle. The flankers allowed a man to stand within it and protect the side where it
was located. It was built some time between August 9th and 20th in 1780 and the actual site of the
fort has been a matter of much conjecture.

With the close of the Revolutionary war in 1783, Fort Fortitude had lived through its period of
usefulness. No longer was there any need of fearing raiding parties from Canada, and the frontier
soon pushed up the river beyond Bethel. The fort probably stood intact until 1785, when on April
19, Col. Joel Marsh began to build the dam across the Branch at the falls nearby the present Bethel
Mills property. Then a further usefulness was found for Fort Fortitude when she furnished the logs
and planks to build the dam across the Branch, and also much of the lumber which went into the
construction of the first mill in Bethel, built on the east side of the Branch by the waterfall. It was
due to the mill and the lumber coming from its saws that the houses in Bethel village, and the far-
mhouses of the surrounding countryside could be constructed. In the freshet of 1830, the mill was
carried away by the flood. But the logs and planks from the old fort put into the construction of the
dam, were to serve the town for nearly a century more. It was not until the flood of November, 1927,

which swept everything downstream with resistless force, that Bethel saw the last of Fort For-
titude.  HEW.




