
Minutes of the January 28, 2013 Meeting of the Board of Selectmen. 
 
Present:  Neal Fox, Joseph De Freitas, Bill Hall, Abbie Sherman, Geneva Gaiko, 
Maxwell Stearns, Corey Stearns, Mary Floyd, Bethel Fire Chief David Aldrighetti, Mary 
Jeanne Taylor, David Sambor, Eleanor Griffin, Carl Russell, Arthur Zander, Gwendolen 
Heinlein, James Hudson, David Bagley, Whitcomb High School Principal Kevin Dirth, 
and Jennifer Marx for the “Herald of Randolph.” 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:05 PM by Chairman Neal Fox, the Board first 
reviewing and approving the weekly payroll and payables.  Chairman Fox then asked for 
any public inquiry or comment. 
 
Maxwell Stearns spoke to the Board regarding his wish to have a skateboard park in the 
Town of Bethel, preferably at the Recreation Center.  Eleanor Griffin reported that the 
Recreation Committee is including the skateboard park in the master plan process for the 
Recreation Center.  Neal Fox suggested that Maxwell present his idea to the Bethel 
Business Association and the Rotary to further promote it and gain support. 
 
Mary Jeanne Taylor presented the Board with a handout detailing her thoughts of having 
three community dances held at the Bethel Town Hall.  This proposal is being modeled 
after the dances that are held in Tunbridge.  A charge of $8 would be charged per person 
and the dances would consist of a live band and an insured bar/bartender to serve all 
drinks.  Mary Jeanne would handle clean-up of the Town Hall after the events and she 
would also utilize “in-house” bouncers.  She asked the Board to waive the fee for use of 
the Town Hall until she could ascertain whether this venture would be profitable enough 
to cover such a fee.  The Board tabled the matter until a later time and would perhaps 
discuss it at the end of the meeting. 
 
Bethel Fire Chief David Aldrighetti informed the Board that he would like to hold a 
second community meeting and asked the Board for use of the Town Hall.  To date he 
has 15 names of people who are interested in assisting.  The Board agreed to use of the 
Town Hall and Joe De Freitas requested the meeting be held in conjunction with Red 
Cross Shelter training needs. 
 
Neal Fox reported that the appointment with the Windsor County Assistant Judge had 
been cancelled due to the weather.  The Board then took up other matters on the agenda 
until the prescribed time for the appointment with representatives of Whitcomb High 
School. 
 
The minutes of the January 7 and January 15, 2013 meetings of the Board of Selectmen 
were approved by motion of Bill Hall, seconded by Neal Fox and thus carried, with Joe 
De Freitas abstaining as he was not in attendance at those meetings.  Neal Fox stated that 
he had talked with the Town Constable regarding the dog issue, but he had nothing 
additional to report. 
 
The Bethel Planning Commission minutes of January 16, 2013 were next reviewed and 
approved by motion of Bill Hall, seconded by Neal Fox and thus carried.  The Board also 
reviewed minutes of the January 8, 2013 meeting of the Bethel Development Review 
Board and regarding the public hearing for the Harvey permit.  Abbie Sherman noted that 
the minutes for the earth extraction permit had been received by the Town Office and 
were available for the public to review. 
 
Minutes of the January 24, 2013 Recreation Committee were not yet available, however 
Abbie Sherman reported progress regarding the master plan.  Additionally, Ms. Sherman 
reported that the Recreation Committee requested appointment of Mark Cook and Corey 
Stearns as members of the Recreation Committee.  The nomination of the two parties was 
approved by motion of Bill Hall, seconded by Neal Fox, and thus carried. 
 
The Board next reviewed the agenda of the January 10, 2013 meeting of the Two Rivers-
Ottauquechee Regional Commission Transportation Advisory Committee, no minutes 
being available as of this date.  With regards to the FY’15 Regional Project Prioritization 
Schedule, Bill Hall reported that he had mentioned to Rita Seto that the Town of Bethel is 



working with the Town of Barnard regarding the intersection of Route 12 and Old Route 
12. 
 
The Local Emergency Planning Committee #12 minutes of December 20, 2012 were then 
reviewed and placed on file.  The regional planning commission minutes of December 
12, 2012 were reviewed and approved by motion of Joe De Freitas, seconded by Bill Hall 
and unanimously carried. 
 
The Board reviewed the Summary of Account of Trustee for the Fay and Rose Cowdrey 
Fund.  Neal Fox provided the Board with a brief background of the fund and the accepted 
uses of any interest earned above $600.  By motion of Bill Hall, seconded by Joe De 
Freitas, and unanimously carried, the report was approved and endorsed by Neal Fox. 
 
The Town’s 2013 Certificate of Highway Mileage was reviewed, it being noted that 
changes consisted of the reclassification of Bridge #49 on Town Highway #79 to class 4 
and a correction in the mapping of Town Highway #97.  The Certificate of Highway 
Mileage was approved by motion of Bill Hall, seconded by Joe De Freitas, and 
unanimously carried. 
 
Neal Fox welcomed Dr. Kevin Dirth and David Bagley as representative from Whitcomb 
High School regarding the potential shared use of the diesel tank at the Town Garage 
with the possibility of a cost savings to the school.  Mr. Bagley provided the Board with a 
monthly fuel log sheet that is used by Rochester. Fueling of the buses would occur during 
the day and would be done by Mr. Bagley.  Board member Joe De Freitas expressed 
questions/concerns regarding the fuel additive, metering of the fuel usage, and timing of 
bus fueling.  Mr. De Freitas stated that he needs further clarification regarding the 
blending of the fuel and the regulations regarding that.  At 7:10 the request was tabled 
until a future date.  Dr. Dirth and Mr. Bagley then departed the meeting. 
 
The Board next considered the Warning and Budget for inclusion in the Annual Report.  
After due consideration, motion was made by Bill Hall, seconded by Joe De Freitas and 
unanimously carried to include a separate article on the Warning regarding matching 
grant funds for procurement of a generator at the Whitcomb High School.  A final review 
of the Warning was made next and approved by motion of Bill Hall, seconded by Joe De 
Freitas, and unanimously carried. 
 
The final review of the Report of the Board of Selectmen was made.  Bill Hall stated that 
he felt the paragraph that begins at the end of page 8 should be removed as he did not feel 
it was appropriate and cited it as an opinion that he did not agree with.  Joe De Freitas 
stated that he would approve it as is because he lived it.  Mr. Fox said he wasn’t sure how 
the paragraph would be altered.  Mr. Hall stated he didn’t think it needed to be included.  
Neal Fox stated that Mr. Hall was not a Board member at the time of the event, and that 
they were the “boots on the ground.”  Motion to approve the report and leave the wording 
as is was made by Joe De Freitas, seconded by Neal Fox, and thus carried, with Bill Hall 
voting in opposition. 
 
The following communications were then reviewed and placed on file: (1) a news article 
regarding a draft gun-control bill; (2) an e-mail dated January 10, 2013 re. draft 
procedure on Vermont Landfill Post Closure care; (3) an e-mail from Mary O’Brien of 
Advanced Disposal dated January 16, 2013 re. new management the Moretown Landfill; 
(4) three communications regarding a riverside sink hole near North Main Street on 
private property.  No action was required or taken by the Board on these items. 
 
The Board then continued with discussion of Mary Jeanne Taylor’s request to use the 
Town Hall for community dances.  Neal Fox stated that during the process to restore the 
Town Hall the question was raised regarding continuing maintenance, to which it was 
anticipated that the Town Hall would be self-sustaining.  By motion of Bill Hall, 
seconded by Joe De Freitas, and unanimously carried, use of the Town Hall free of 
charge was approved contingent upon the agreement that the group would provide for 
cleaning after the events, and provision of a Certificate of Insurance and a bouncer list. 
 



With the matter of the use of the Town Hall being discussed, Abbie Sherman asked the 
Board for clarification regarding which entities would be allowed access free of charge.  
It was her understanding that only the Town and Whitcomb High School had that 
provision, as well as the special arrangement made with the Bethel Historical Society as 
part of their rental of the building.  The Selectboard agreed that if other entities wished to 
use the Town Hall free of charge, they would need to be considered by the Board on a 
case by case basis. 
 
With no further business to attend, the motion to adjourn was made at 7:40 PM by Bill 
Hall, seconded by Joe De Freitas, and unanimously carried. 
 
 
 
                                                           ____________________ 
                                                           Neal Fox 
 
 
                                                           ____________________ 
                                                           Joe De Freitas 
 
 
                                                           ____________________ 
                                                           Bill Hall 


