
 
 
Minutes of the February 25, 2013 Meeting of the Board of Selectmen. 
 
Present:  Neal Fox, Bill Hall, Delbert Cloud, Abbie Sherman, Nick Nikolaidis, Heidi 
Nikolaidis, Lisa Campbell, Geneva Gaiko, Assistant Windsor County Judge Jack 
Anderson, and Jennifer Marx for the “Herald of Randolph.” 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM by Chairman Neal Fox, the Board first 
reviewing and approving the weekly payroll and payables.  Chairman Fox then asked if 
anyone wished to make public comment or inquiry about Town business.  Nick 
Nikolaidis was recognized by the Chair, and Mr. Nikolaidis presented Delbert Cloud with 
a plaque commending Cloud’s work in helping to attain restoration of the Town Hall, this 
being presented by the Bethel Historical Society of which Mr. Nikolaidis is President.  
Cloud sincerely thanked Mr. Nikolaidis and the Historical Society for the 
acknowledgement. 
 
In response to a question which was placed on the Town’s Facebook page regarding an 
employee’s hiring, Cloud reminded everyone that use of the Facebook page had been 
publicly discussed, and it had been agreed that the Town would not engage in dialogue on 
that medium; it would be used to disseminate information only. Anyone having a 
question about Town matters is able to telephone, Email, or visit the Town Office in 
person to obtain an answer, and should do so rather than suggest that a lack of response to 
a “Facebook” question somehow suggests a lack of transparency or evidence of an action 
that has been taken in an incorrect fashion.  Specifically in answer to the question posed, 
Cloud noted that the position filled had historically existed for at least 30 years, Rita 
Whitaker having been the employee in place when he first took employment with the 
Town.  There have been several employees within that position subsequent to Mrs. 
Whitaker. The last hiring to fill the vacancy had been prompted by recommendations 
from the Town’s audit of fiscal year 2011, as well as the need to have someone available 
to monitor and direct federal flood recovery assistance programs which are available to 
private property owners, to make certain the interests of property owners did not get 
slighted due to the enormity of the administrative demands other employees are dealing 
with in re-building public infrastructure.  The position had been advertised in August 
2012 on the Town’s website and in the “Herald of Randolph.”  It was filled in October 
2012 after receipt of numerous applications and interviewing of several applicants.  
Cloud also confirmed that one astute “community forum” reader had correctly 
understood that the Town has a Health Officer duly appointed by the Vermont 
Department of Health, this being Selectboard Chairman Neal Fox, but that the Town has 
advertised the position as being open to a qualified applicant if someone can be found 
willing to accept the responsibilities.  Any confusion over this matter could also have 
been readily clarified by a telephone call, Email, or personal visit at the Town Office, 
which would have taken less time than was spent through the hypothesizing done on the 
“community forum.”  Chairman Fox confirmed that he has addressed numerous issues 
which have been directed to him since his appointment as Health Officer, and 
additionally confirmed that if a qualified person has interest in assuming the Health 
Officer’s duties, the person should advise the Selectboard accordingly.  The Selectboard 
does need to make a recommendation for appointment to the Vermont Department of 
Health, in order for this office to be assigned to a particular person other than the 
Selectboard Chair. 
 
Turning to the order of the agenda, the minutes of the February 11, 2013 meeting of the 
Selectboard were approved by motion of Bill Hall, seconded by Neal Fox and thus 
carried.  The agenda for the February 20, 2013 meeting of the Planning Commission was 
also reviewed, with note of the work being done to develop an updated Town Plan. 
 
Abbie Sherman showed the Board two plans which the Recreation Committee is 
evaluating for improvement of the Recreation Center.  The Committee intends to exhibit 
these plans at Town Meeting to obtain input from the public.  Preliminary estimates of 
cost will also be made available. 
 



At 6:50 PM, Assistant Judge Jack Anderson arrived at the meeting.  He apologized for 
being later than he had intended, as he had inadvertently thought the Board met at the 
Town Hall.  He said he had asked to attend the meeting in order to provide the Board 
with information about the Windsor County budget and the bond vote requesting 
approval for making improvements to the County Court House.  He explained the basis 
for the County’s budget, and the reasons for fluctuations in the assessments made of 
Towns in the last few years.  Since no questions were forthcoming, he proceeded to 
explain what improvements are needed at the Court House.  The improvements are 
necessary to allow the building continued usefulness, and address deficiencies in 
life/safety codes and egress, handicap accessibility, and security.  Given favorable 
financing, the financial impact on Windsor County Towns is seen to be individually very 
minimal, and he expressed hope that voters will approve the bond question at the Annual 
Town Meetings. 
 
The Board then returned to the order of the agenda upon Judge Anderson’s departure.  
The minutes of the Parks and Public Spaces Committee for its meeting of February 18, 
2013 were first reviewed, it being noted that the Committee is offering to serve as the 
Town’s coordinator for Green Up Day.  It was agreed this idea should be discussed with 
the past Green Up Day Coordinator, Eric Benson, when he attends later in the agenda to 
discuss the Annual Town Meeting with the Selectboard.  Several sets of minutes were 
then reviewed and placed on file: Local Emergency Planning Committee for February 21, 
2013, the Fire Chief’s emergency preparedness public meeting of February 23, 2013, the 
regional planning commission’s minutes of January 23, 2013, and the regional 
Transportation Advisory Committee minutes of January 10, 2013. 
 
Chairman Fox then welcomed Eric Benson, he being present per appointment to review 
provisions on the Warning for the Annual Town Meeting, in anticipation of his role as 
Moderator for the meeting.  Before commencing that review, Chairman Fox asked 
Mr. Benson if he would entertain the thought of someone else serving as the Green Up 
Day coordinator.  Mr. Benson said he would be very pleased if someone else, specifically 
the Parks and Public Spaces Committee, would be interested in providing such service.  It 
was thus approved by motion of Bill Hall, seconded by Neal Fox, that said Committee 
should be assigned the role of coordinator for the ensuing event.  The Board members 
then proceeded to review with Mr. Benson the various articles on the Warning, and to 
establish who might be able to provide information at the meeting to the voters. 
 
A draft of “Town Road and Bridge Standards” as submitted under cover letter of 
February 1, 2013 from the Vermont Agency of Transportation and the Vermont Agency 
of Natural Resources was next reviewed.  It was agreed that the subject “Standards” were 
consistent with the Town’s practices and that they should be adopted in the form now 
provided.  Motion to adopt the January 2013 State-approved “Town Road and Bridge 
Standards” was made by Bill Hall, seconded by Neal Fox and thus carried. 
 
A request dated February 14, 2013 from the Vermont Agency of Transportation for 
permission from the Town to allow use of the North Road as a detour while a bridge on 
Vermont State Route 12 is replaced in the summer of 2014 was next discussed.  Since 
approval would eliminate the need (and public expense) for a temporary bridge, and since 
the duration of the project is anticipated to be only 28 days, approval was granted by 
motion of Bill Hall, seconded by Neal Fox.  It was agreed that the condition of the road 
prior to its use as a detour would be carefully documented, to ensure as promised that the 
road would be left “in as good or better condition than it was prior to” its use as a detour. 
 
A copy of a guidebook entitled “Complete Streets” was then discussed.  Certain 
obligations fall upon the Town if major highway construction or reconstruction projects 
are undertaken in order to comply with the State’s mandates, but most typical projects of 
the Town are exempt by their nature as maintenance projects.  The guidebook is for 
reference only, and no action was required or taken by the Board at this time. 
 
The latest draft of plans for the Church Street/North Main Street “enhancement grant 
project” were reviewed.  It was agreed that the crosswalk being contemplated at the lower 
end of the Church Street Bridge and the appurtenances associated with it should not be 
included in the project.  Delbert Cloud will discuss this further with the engineer. 



 
Two documents were received for record: (1) notice that writings and exhibits have been 
recognized and filed re. the Town’s appeal to Superior Court of its 2010 Coefficient of 
Dispersion calculation by the Vermont Department of Taxes, and (2) the final signatory 
on the “settlement agreement” re. the right-of-way for the “old stage road to Rochester.” 
 
With no further business to attend, the motion to adjourn to Wednesday, February 27, 
2013 at 7:00 PM at the Bethel Town Office to meet in joint session with the Royalton 
Selectboard to continue discussion of business associated with the solid waste program 
was made at 8:17 PM by Bill Hall, seconded by Neal Fox and thus carried. 
 
 
 
                                                           ____________________ 
                                                           Neal Fox 
 
 
                                                           ____________________ 
                                                           Bill Hall  
 
 
 
   


