Minutes of the June 10, 2013 Meeting of the Selectmen

Present: Bill Hall, Joe De Freitas, Carl Russell, Delbert Cloud, Abbie Sherman, Geneva Gaiko,
John Duddie, Nick Nikolaidis, Heidi Nikolaidis, Ola O’Dell, Eleanor Griffin, Mary Carlyle,
Athena Rogers, Ira Allen Rogers, Dave Stanley, Sonya Stanley, Jim Gray, Laura Rubenis, Val
Rubenis, Mary Floyd, Carla Hodgdon, Guy Best, Lawrence Nobile, Ellen Nobile, Richard
Adams, Forrest Griffin, Dave Sambor, and Jennie Marx of “The Herald of Randolph.”

Board Chair Bill Hall called the meeting to order at 6:05 pm, and opened the meeting for public
comments. Carla Hodgdon asked selectman Joe De Freitas about the progress and status of the
emergency shelter. De Freitas apologized for the delay and stated that he is working on it, and
will contact Hodgdon. He noted that the generator and the radio antenna are up, and that they are
looking for ham radio operators in Bethel.

Ola O’Dell noted that the port-a-potty at Peavine Park is still crooked, because the base needs to
be straightened. Town Manager Delbert Cloud said he would follow up about this with Bob
Hyde.

John Duddie of the Bethel Council on the Arts spoke regarding funding for their summer concert
series. Duddie noted that they are about $1,000 short, and that he is pursuing multiple avenues
for funding. He described the quality of performers and benefit to the town, and explained that he
does not want to have to cancel any of the performances due to lack of funds. The Board agreed
to review their budget and see if there is anything they can offer. They will address this at the
next meeting.

Heidi Nikolaidis gave Cloud information regarding a folding projection screen for the Town
Hall. She stated that having this available would be helpful to get organizations to rent the Town
Hall. The Board agreed that Cloud should look over this information and consider the options.

The first appointment was with Heidi Nikolaidis regarding a proposed project at the
Common/Bandshell. Nikolaidis explained that in the past Chippers has given Bethel a matching
grant. She said that this specific grant is not available this year, but Chippers has offered another
plan using some donated time and materials to improve the Common. Hall directed Nikolaidis to
consult with the Parks and Public Spaces Committee, chaired by Lisa Campbell, to coordinate
their efforts and determine if this opportunity fits with their master plan.

The next appointment was with John Mahan regarding junkyard regulations. Mahan proposed
that Bethel adopt an illegal junkyard ordinance. He stated he has an abutter with many junk cars,
and that this raises issues of environmental toxicity as well as infringement on the rights of the
abutting property owners. Mahan has spoken with the Vermont Association of Realtors and with
the State on these issues. He stated that Randolph has a good example of an illegal junkyard
ordinance. Mary Carlyle reported she faces similar problems with toxicity on her property from a
neighbor’s junk cars and other waste. The Board and Cloud discussed the challenges in
navigating this issue between neighbors, the Town, and the State. They agreed to look at
Randolph’s ordinance and consider their options for changing zoning regulations in an attempt to
address these concerns.

The final appointment was with the Town Hall Committee regarding the policy for the usage of
the Town Hall sign. The committee had provided a draft policy to the Board. After discussion of
minor adjustments, Russell made a motion to accept the policy as amended. De Freitas seconded
and Hall concurred. The motion passed.

In Reports, Motions, and Ordinances, Abbie Sherman of the Recreation Committee discussed the
progress on the facility master plan and the avenues for funding, including grants. She reported
that there has been an increase in public comment regarding the plan. There will be a chance for
the public to give more feedback at the Pool Open House June 27" at 6 pm. Sherman also
requested the Board to become more involved at this point in the master planning process, since



any final determinations will be their call. Ola O’Dell stated that she had been told by Barbara
Wood that donations in Newall Wood’s memory to the Bethel Recreation facility will go toward
the renovations.

In the consideration of the Traffic Ordinance, the Board addressed two traffic safety issues in the
North Main Street area. Jim Gray, Dave Stanley, and Sonya Stanley were present and discussed
the dangers from excessive speed in that area, especially at night. They also agreed that a stop
sign at the intersection of North Main and Sanders would be helpful, as had been discussed at
previous board meetings. Russell made a motion to add to the stop intersections section of the
ordinance, the intersection entering North Main Street from Sanders Road; De Freitas seconded
and Hall concurred. The motion passed. The Board and Cloud discussed the possibilities of
adding cautionary signs to the area, as well as changing the speed limit to address these safety
issues. The Board agreed to travel the area to visualize exactly what changes would be helpful.
They will take it up again at the next meeting.

Mary Carlyle brought up the issue of maintenance on a class 4 road. She reported that a resident
is maintaining the road himself, and in doing so has caused damage to her property. She showed
photos to the board. Hall stated that anyone doing work on a town highway should notify the
Town to have their plan reviewed. Russell and De Freitas agreed that Cloud should follow up
with the person who has been doing the maintenance.

The Board then considered the matter of target shooting at the gravel pit. Hall stated that he and
Cloud had an appointment with Chris Saunders of the Agency of Fish and Wildlife and his team
to visit the pit, but that his team had been called to a search and rescue operation. They will
reschedule. Hall reported that he had an updated letter from VLCT PACIF, the Town’s insurance
provider, outlining the risks and liabilities for each course of action. Russell stated that he had
visited the site, and studied the options carefully. He stated that he saw the ground littered with
casings, and provided photos. He reported that this lack of respect for the site is a mark of
irresponsible gun use, and that he saw further evidence that some were shooting in an unsafe
direction. Russell stated that he had looked into the ordinances other towns had adopted in
similar situations. Russell clarified that there are some responsible gun owners who use the site.
However, in his view the best option to address Town safety and liability issues is to pass an
ordinance to create a restricted firearm discharge area (RFDA) within specified boundaries
including the gravel pit and downtown. The Town currently restricts the use of firearms at 3
Town-owned properties, including the Bandshell. The proposed RFDA would cover the entire
specified downtown area, including private property. Property owners within the RFDA who
want to allow target shooting on their land would have to seek a waiver from the Town to do so.
Russell provided a map with the proposed RFDA outlined on it. Russell made a motion for the
Board to authorize the drafting of an ordinance for a RFDA to be inclusive of the gravel pit and
downtown Bethel. Hall seconded, and the motion passed.

De Freitas expressed concern regarding how this ordinance would be policed. Jim Gray
expressed concern that people would not have a place to go and shoot safely. The Board and
members of the public suggested some locations that would be safer than the pit. Richard Adams
stated that as a responsible gun owner who uses the site he disagrees with the motion, and noted
that bullets from deer hunting on private property outside of the RFDA could potentially harm
those in town as well. Forrest Griffin also shared concerns about the limitations of the RFDA.
Russell noted that the specific boundaries of the RFDA are up for discussion. The Board
acknowledged these and other concerns, and noted that the draft ordinance could be adjusted to
incorporate public feedback. Hall stated that they would work on the draft of the ordinance and
have it ready to be discussed at the July 8 meeting.

Russell made a motion to appoint six members to the Conservation Commission; De Freitas
seconded and Hall concurred. The motion passed. The six members are Mary Floyd, Tom
Warhol, Dave Stanley, Emily Miller, John Fago, and Moe Brigham. Mary Floyd will organize



the Commission’s first meeting, where they will decide on a Chair. The Board discussed the
broad range of activities the Commission is authorized by statute to do.

In Minutes and Communications, Russell made a motion to accept the minutes of the May 20
and May 22 meetings. De Freitas seconded and Hall concurred; the motion passed. The Board
acknowledged the May 15 minutes of the Planning Commission; the May 23 minutes of the
Recreation Committee; the May 21 minutes of the Parks and Public Spaces Committee; and the
May 16 notes from the Citizen Plus meeting.

In other business, Cloud brought a letter from an attorney on behalf of a property owner
regarding a perceived issue with Town property. Hall suggested Cloud have the Town attorney
respond to the letter, and Russell agreed. Cloud will follow up.

The Board acknowledged the press release about GW Plastics; the workshops being put on by
the Vermont Small Business Development Center; the Constable’s report; and the water quality
report. Cloud provided information about a bicycle ride that is taking place June 22 in the
Bridgewater/Barnard area, which will not use Town roads but might bring bike riders into town.
David Sambor of the Town Hall Committee reported that the Barn Arts group from Barnard is
considering renting the Town Hall for a performance of “Hamlet” this October. They asked if
they could receive a special rate. Russell asked that they make a formal proposal to the Board.

Russell made a motion to adjourn the meeting. De Freitas seconded and Hall concurred. The
meeting was adjourned at 8:30 pm.
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