
Minutes of the June 24, 2013 Meeting of the Selectmen 

Present: Bill Hall, Joe De Freitas, Carl Russell, Delbert Cloud, Abbie Sherman, John Duddie, 
Robert Leister, Richard Adams, Susie Fedak, Guy Best, and Jennie Marx of “The Herald of 
Randolph.” 

Board Chair Bill Hall called the meeting to order at 6:06 pm, and opened the meeting for public 
comments. Susie Fedak gave the board a written report of the May Art Show at the Town Hall. 
She noted that the number of artists had increased, and an average of 15 to 20 people attended 
the event each day. The Board thanked her for her efforts on this project.  

Robert Leister asked the Board a question about the proposed restricted firearm discharge area 
(RFDA), to include all of downtown Bethel and the gravel pit on Peavine Boulevard. Leister 
asked whether the proposed ordinance would prohibit shooting at other gravel pits in Bethel, 
such as the one he and his neighbors have used for years, which is on private property. The 
Board responded that the ordinance would only affect properties (public and private) within the 
RFDA. Those outside the RFDA would not be subject to any change in regulations. The specific 
boundaries of the RFDA will be discussed at the July 8 meeting. Leister also brought up issues 
with individuals using ATV’s unsafely. Assistant Town Manager Abbie Sherman reported that 
she spoke to Trooper Randy Brouillard, who said the police had received a call from a child who 
was frightened by the sounds of gunshots. He suggested that the Town post “Safety Zone” signs 
at the gravel pit on Peavine Boulevard, which would allow the state police to respond if people 
shoot there. The Board decided not to post signs at this time, but to wait for the July 8 meeting to 
continue discussion. Guy Best reported that his neighbor had heard skeet shooting in the pit on 
Saturday, and had gotten hit with shotgun pellets.  

Richard Adams of the Roads Committee provided the Board with written information regarding 
a Class 4 right-of-way which intersects Campbell Road. He gave some verbal recommendations 
regarding the limitations of moving the right-of-way.  

The Board next reviewed the provisions for regulation of junkyards and salvage yards. They 
discussed Randolph’s ordinance. They noted that Bethel’s zoning is silent on the issue of 
junkyards, but that some properties clearly become nuisances to neighbors. Town Manager 
Delbert Cloud noted that any enforcement of regulations would fall on the Town. The Board 
agreed that this matter be brought to the Planning Commission, who could discuss possibilities 
for zoning regulations to address this issue. Cloud will follow up with the Planning Commission. 

The Board and Cloud discussed the Municipal Tax Rate for FY 2014. Cloud noted that the 
generator added about 2 ½ cents to the tax rate. The rate for 2013 was .72; FY 2014’s proposed 
rate is .75. Russell made the motion to accept the tax rate of .75. Selectman De Freitas seconded, 
and Hall concurred. The motion passed. 

The next topic was appointment to Town offices and committees. After a brief discussion, 
Russell made a motion to reappoint Cecil Washburn and Andrew Delaney to the Planning 
Commission. De Freitas seconded and Hall concurred; the motion passed. Russell then made a 
motion to reappoint Eric Benson to the Development Review Board, to appoint Chuck Washburn 
in place of Bev Washburn at her request, and to assign Kent Batcheller as an alternate. De Freitas 
seconded, Hall concurred; the motion passed. 

Cloud then discussed the renewal of notes maturing as of June 30, 2013. He explained that he did 
not have the paperwork, but that he would describe each of the notes so that they could be acted 
upon quickly once the paperwork is in. The notes are in support of the streetscape project; the 
line of credit carried because of delinquent utilities and taxes; a small amount from past 
wastewater expenditures, which Cloud would like to put on an amortization schedule.  

The next item discussed was the equivalent unit (EU) rates in support of water and wastewater 
budgets in FY 2014. Cloud noted that the according to the survey, there are 509 EUs in 2014, as 



opposed to about 550 in 2013. The drop is mostly due to decreases in the commercial and 
industrial sector. The current rate for water is $325 annually. The rate for wastewater is $495 
annually. Cloud did not recommend a change in either rate. Russell made a motion to hold the 
rates for water and wastewater at the current rates. De Freitas seconded and Hall concurred; the 
motion passed. 

Cloud reported that he had sent a letter to the property owners on Hidden Glen Road advising 
them that any changes made to the class 4 right-of-way needs to be approved by the Selectboard. 
Cloud included a copy of the Vermont Statutes and penalties if owners do not abide by them. 
The Board agreed that Cloud and Bob Hyde should examine the work that has already been done 
to the road, and determine the best course of action for the abutting property owner.   

The next item was budget status reports for the Town General Fund and Enterprise Funds. Cloud 
explained that there are limitations to how the reporting program displays the information; he is 
planning to get instruction on ways to address these concerns. He highlighted several areas of 
interest in the General Fund, such as the increase in grants; the small increase in labor costs (due 
to weather); and the unexpectedly high cost of salt for the roads. Overall, he reported that the 
actual totals wound up being close to the budgeted amounts. Cloud and the Board then discussed 
some key line items in the Water and Wastewater Enterprise Funds, and deferred the discussion 
of the Solid Waste Program to the joint meeting with Royalton’s Selectboard on Wednesday, 
June 26.  

The Board then considered additional funding for the Bethel Council on the Arts (BCA). John 
Duddie of the BCA was present. The BCA received $500 from the Town already, as allocated in 
the budget under local appropriations. Duddie recalled that the $500 amount had been consistent 
for as long as he had been involved with the BCA; he had never made an additional request. 
Duddie and Russell agreed that this season could be pivotal for the BCA, and that the weekly 
free concerts were a benefit to the Town in ways that were hard to quantify. Duddie explained 
that increased exposure has led to others’ interest in joining the committee, and he has raised 
some additional funds in the meantime. Russell made a motion to give the BCA an additional 
$1,000 at this time. Selectman Joe De Freitas seconded the motion, and Hall concurred. The 
motion passed. The Board requested that Duddie provide them a report at the season’s end 
evaluating its success. The Board agreed that Cloud could issue a check to BCA this week. 
Duddie asked if it would be possible for the BCA to hold a coin-drop. The Board agreed that 
typically Town committees do not raise funds via coin-drops, and encouraged him to consider 
other methods.  

Cloud provided the Town Manager’s update on current municipal projects. He gave the Board a 
written list of projects and their expected completion dates, adding additional detail where 
necessary. He pointed out progress was moving especially well in terms of Public Facilities and 
Equipment: these projects include the recently launched Wi-Fi zone, and the emergency 
generator at the school. 

In the Minutes and Communications section, Russell made a motion to accept the June 10 
Selectboard minutes as written; De Freitas seconded and Hall concurred. The motion passed. The 
Board noted the Planning Commission’s draft of “Base Zoning Districts.” The Board received 
the June 6 notes of the Recreation Committee.  

In Other Business, Cloud mentioned the Open House for the Bethel Recreation Area; the water 
quality testing; and an upcoming training on emergency animal sheltering, which De Freitas will 
offer to any interested parties he knows. Cloud also noted he had received an email from 
Vermont Housing and Conservation Board (VHCB), requesting preliminary estimates for any 
improvements being made to the Marsh Meadow property, which the Town acquired through the 
Hazard Mitigation Home Buy-Out program. Cloud and the Board determined they needed to 
consider the options for this property before responding.  



Russell made a motion to go into executive session to discuss ongoing litigation in which the 
Town is a party. De Freitas seconded the motion, and the Board went into executive session at 
8:30 pm. Only the Board and Cloud were present; no minutes were kept.  

At 8:40 pm the Board returned to open session. The Board had no action to take. Russell made 
the motion to adjourn to Wednesday, June 26 at 7 pm at the Bethel Town Offices for the 
combined meeting with Royalton to discuss the Solid Waste Program. De Freitas seconded, Hall 
concurred, and the meeting was adjourned at 8:41 pm. 

 
________________________ 
Bill Hall 
 
 
________________________ 
Joe De Freitas 
 
 
________________________ 
Carl Russell 

 


