Minutes of the July 8, 2013 Meeting of the Selectmen

Present: Bill Hall, Joe De Freitas, Carl Russell, Delbert Cloud, Robert Gaiko, Laura Rubenis,
Valdis Rubenis, Clint Gray, Evan Hughes, Henry Holmes, Jim Gray, John Huntley,

Lisa Campbell, Ola O’Dell, Tim Mills, Steven Boule, Tim Aldrighetti, Don Lewis, James Hart,
Wendell A. Benoir, Forrest Griffin, David Griffin, Dick Adams, James Hill, Kelly Hill,

Mary Floyd, Carlyle White, David Sambor, David Stanley, Sonya Stanley, Geneva Gaiko, and
Jennie Marx of “The Herald of Randolph.”

Board Chair Bill Hall called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm, and opened the meeting for public
comments. Robert Gaiko brought up his concerns about speeding in the downtown area,
including from the Church Street Bridge to the school. He and the Board discussed possible
solutions, noting that some were the State’s responsibility and not the Town’s. Gaiko suggested a
caution, congested area sign to warn motorists approaching the village. Hall said this was
something the Town would consider.

The next topic on the agenda was the Public Hearing/Discussion regarding the discharge of
firearms in the vicinity of the village, and potentially take action on the matter as may be
determined necessary. Hall gave history of the issue: occasional, yet regular complaints
regarding shooting at the gravel pit on Peavine Boulevard. He summarized the steps the Board
has taken on this issue to date. He noted that on July 1, Chris Saunders and Clint Gray, members
of the Vermont Fish and Wildlife Department’s Shooting Range safety and Development Team,
had visited the pit to evaluate it, and that the Board had received their recommendations on July
8. According to their report, some shooting can occur safely at the site, with regulations that they
described. Hall then opened the discussion up to the public.

Kelly and James Hill stated they have lived adjacent to the pit for 14 years. The shooting has
intensified over the last two years, with projectiles regularly hitting their home. Recently Kelly
reported she was hit by birdshot. In their opinion the only truly safe solution would be to
disallow shooting in the pit completely.

Henry Holmes brought up his concern that the discussion had expanded to creating a Restricted
Firearm Discharge Area (RFDA), instead of just focusing on the pit itself, where the problem is.
He suggested working with the landowner to find a solution. The Board reported that any action
would be in cooperation with the landowner, but that they were waiting until they had a more
concrete plan to discuss.

A theme that arose was that much of the unsafe and nuisance shooting is from out-of-staters who
do not know how close the houses are. Many residents have used the pit safely for years, a fact
that was acknowledged by the Board. Other concerns were about how any regulations would be
enforced, and how much of a role the State police would take in supervising the area. Russell
shared his concern about the Town’s liability in any worst case scenario arising from shooting in
the pit.

Richard Adams suggested that the Board table the proposed RFDA ordinance for the balance of
the year, and allow a group of concerned gun owners the chance to regulate the pit themselves
using posted regulations, and volunteer supervision of the pit. Adams’ suggested regulations
were similar to those suggested by Dept. of Fish and Wildlife, including no nighttime shooting
and no trap shooting. The Board was amenable to this idea, and requested that the group of
concerned gun owners present a formal proposal of their plans for the August 12 meeting. The
Board will share the gun owners’ suggestions with PACIF and the Dept. of Fish and Wildlife for
their input.

Clint Gray and Evan Hughes of the Vermont Federation of Sportsman’s Clubs and the Dept. of
Fish and Wildlife were present and offered some suggestions to the Board on the issue, including
State Statutes on night shooting. Russell made a motion to table the discussion of the RFDA
ordinance until the August 12 meeting; the motion was seconded by De Freitas, Hall concurred,



and passed. Russell further moved that there be a sign posted at the gravel pit prohibiting the
discharge of shotguns and aerial shooting for the interim until August 12, seconded by
De Freitas, Hall concurred, and passed.

In Reports, Motions, and Ordinances, the Board reviewed the proposed bylaws for the operation
of the Solid Waste Program jointly owned with the Town of Royalton. After a discussion of the
history of the program and other options that had been considered, Russell made a motion to
adopt the interlocal contract for the operation of the Bethel/Royalton Solid Waste Program.

De Freitas seconded and Hall concurred. The motion passed. Russell further moved that they
authorize Hall to sign the document; De Freitas seconded and the motion passed. One of Bethel’s
three seats on the new joint Board will be held by Hall; the other two are open for appointment.
Interested parties should write letters of interest to Cloud.

Next, the Board considered the settlement with the Town’s insurer (PACIF) regarding the
embezzlement claim by the Solid Waste Program. Because of his position with VLCT/PACIF,
Hall did not participate in the vote. Russell made a motion to accept the settlement, and

De Freitas seconded; the motion passed.

Compensation for municipal employees was discussed. After reviewing information on cost of
living increases, Russell made a motion to increase the compensation for municipal employees
by 3%, effective July 1, 2013 (retroactive).

In Minutes and Communications, De Freitas made a motion to accept the minutes of the June 24
Selectboard meeting as written; Russell seconded and the motion passed. The Board signed the
promissory notes Cloud had described at the last meeting. The Board acknowledged the Planning
Commission minutes of June 19, and the Recreation Committee minutes of June 25. They
discussed the Town Hall Committee minutes of the June 17 meeting, which included a list of
maintenance-related concerns that the building caretaker, Greg Fedak, had encountered. The
Board noted that Cloud and Fedak could discuss the specifics. One of the items noted was lack of
storage space; Cloud advised that the Town has 300 old chairs in storage, which if were sold or
otherwise removed would leave more space. Another concern was lighting the flag at night. The
Board noted they were aware of this issue and were working on it. The Board acknowledged the
Parks and Public Places Committee minutes and report; and the minutes of the Regional
Planning Commission. Russell was appointed as the Bethel representative to the Regional
Planning Commission.

In other business, Cloud noted that Gifford Medical Center had sent a notification to the Chair of
the Board that there had been a cat bite in town. No complaint had been filed. Cloud informed
the Board of the Harpoon Point-to-Point bicycle ride, which will be passing through town
August 10. Cloud also offered for the Board’s information the stream water quality report; the
bid invitation for Bridges #35 and #37; all of the four private wells that will replace the aging
portion of the Town-operated waterline have been drilled; the State education tax rate is very
similar to last year, and bills will go out immediately; the work on the class 1 highways is
beginning (see press release); Cloud and the Board made note of a letter from the Town’s
attorney. Cloud received a letter from Robert Vanluling regarding the eligibility of alternate
projects #3 and #5 (acquisition of lands for the town offices and additional cemetery space).
Cloud will clarify the additional short-term community benefits of the land, and follow-up with
Vanluling.

De Freitas made a motion to adjourn, and Russell seconded it. The meeting was adjourned at
8:20 pm.
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