Minutes of the July 22, 2013 Meeting of the Bethel Board of Selectmen

Present: Bill Hall, Joe De Freitas, Carl Russell, Delbert Cloud, Abbie Sherman, Mary Floyd,
Eric Richardson, Geneva Gaiko, Jerome Orr, John Fago, Dave Eddy, Maurice Brigham, and Jennie
Marx for “The Herald of Randolph.”

Chairman Bill Hall called the meeting to order at 6 pm, and opened the meeting for Public
Comments. Mary Floyd requested that the dance scheduled to take place on the evening of the
Bethel Community Forward Festival be held in the Town Hall rather than on the street. The Board
agreed this would be fine, and asked Floyd to make sure nothing else was already scheduled for that
time.

The Board received a visit from Lt. Bill Jenkins of the Vermont State Police, Commander of the
Royalton Barracks. Lt. Jenkins explained that he tries to visit all the towns in his area annually. He
stated that Bethel is one of his area’s busier towns (after Randolph and Royalton). The number of
highway miles in Bethel, along with Bethel’s population, contributes to this fact. VSP’s top priorities
in Bethel in terms of traffic control are aggressive driving and DUIs. Criminally, their top priorities
are burglaries and drug issues, particularly heroin. He explained that the barracks have been
operating with 3-4 fewer troopers than is ideal, but that hopefully by this fall they will be closer to
fully-staffed. The Board and Lt. Jenkins discussed the ongoing conversation about shooting at the
gravel pit on Peavine Boulevard. Lt. Jenkins offered some advice about the “noise in the nighttime”
statute as it might pertain to nighttime shooting after 10 pm. Lt. Jenkins encouraged anyone who
hears shooting past that time to contact VVSP, as should anyone whose home is hit with projectiles.
The Board explained that they are working on a long-term solution, and that currently a group of
concerned gun owners are compiling a list of reasonable expectations for behavior at the site.

Eric Richardson brought up his concerns regarding Dartt Hill Road, which he states is in dire need of
grading. Richardson, Town Manager Delbert Cloud, and the Board discussed the challenges of
keeping all the roads in Bethel maintained, as well as the expectation that all roads, even those less
frequently traveled, will receive proper attention. Cloud reported that he would follow up with the
Road Foreman about his plans to grade the Dartt Hill Road area.

The Board then adjourned to 1837 Christian Hill Road, in the vicinity of a class 4 Town Highway
running between Christian Hill and Quarry Road, to make a site visit and develop findings of fact as
they may pertain to the class 4 Town Highway. At the site, the meeting was called to order by Hall.
Several members of the public were present at the site visit: John Fago, Tim Mills, Judy Brigham,
Moe Brigham, Forrest Griffin, Frank Pratt, Sue Pray, Amanda Pray, Dave Eddy, and Delbert Cloud,
the Board, Abbie Sherman, and Jennie Marx. Frank Pratt and others described their understanding of
the history and use of the roadway. After walking the length of the road and examining the
surrounding landscape, including stone walls, Hall adjourned the meeting, to reconvene at the Town
Offices for a Public Hearing on this matter.

At 7:43 pm Hall called the meeting back to order at the Town Offices. Russell stated that he did not
have enough information to make a determination of whether that particular roadway had in fact
been developed as a town right-of-way, and that he would need to examine the actual historical
documents. Hall also expressed his desire to look at the legal documentation, as well as consult with
an attorney and/or surveyor. Hall stated that the Board would gather more information and address
this issue at the August 26 meeting.

In the Reports, Motions, and Ordinances section, Cloud provided an update on FEMA projects to the
Board. Cloud reported that he will meet with FEMA on Wednesday to discuss the five alternate
projects, and will report back at the next Selectboard meeting. Cloud reported that there are bids for
the replacement of Bridges #35 and #37 in Gilead, and that the right-of-way to the lower bridge was
given to the Town. Russell brought up concerns about the cement bridge in Gilead, which would
require reconstruction before other construction projects. Cloud stated he would follow up about this
at the next meeting. The closing for the last of the four Hazard Mitigation Home Buy-Out properties
has been scheduled for this week. Cloud reported that the Vermont Community Development Block
Grant (CDBG) is developing new rules for assisting in projects that were not funded the first time
around, such as debris removal and bank stabilization. Additional information will be available at a
later date.

The Board considered a request from Vermont Castings for the discharge of industrial waste water
into the municipal wastewater system. The Board discussed this request with Cloud and reviewed
expert advice on the matter, including the damage that the introduction of heavy metals could have



on the system. Russell made a motion to deny the request, because of the potential harm it could
cause. Selectman Joe De Freitas seconded, and the motion passed.

Cloud reported that bids for the Enhancement Grant Project are due back by Wednesday, July 24.
The Board and Cloud reviewed the updated Emergency Operations Plan. Hall noted that it is his
intention to complete the required training to act as the Public Information Officer. Russell made a
motion for the Chairman to approve the plan. De Freitas seconded, and the motion passed. Hall
signed the plan, approving it.

In the Minutes and Communications section, De Freitas made a motion to accept the July 8 minutes
as written; Russell seconded and the motion passed. Cloud reported that he had received several
letters of interest for the new Joint Solid Waste Management Board. The Board set a special meeting
for July 25 at 6 pm to meet with the candidates. The Board discussed the Recreation Committee
minutes of July 16, 2013. The Board acknowledged Abbie Sherman’s efforts with and resignation
from the Rec Committee. Sherman and the Board discussed how, moving forward, the Board could
assist the Rec Committee on focusing and implementing the improvements to the site. There has
been a lot of public interest in the project, but some areas, such as funding, are not yet defined.
Russell stated he would like to have a concrete plan to approve, and that the meetings be a more
facilitated process. Sherman suggested inviting the Rec Committee to a Selectboard meeting.

In Other Business, Cloud offered several informational items. In a water quality sampling to test
nitrogen limits on wastewater treatment discharges in the Connecticut River watershed, Cloud
reported that the Town appears to be meeting the objectives required. The Board discussed posting
the “No Aerial Shooting” signs at the gravel pit on Peavine. They noted that the private landowner
had “No Trespassing” signs up, and they considered whether posting more signs would be
contradictory. They decided to post the signs, as it was part of the interim agreement discussed at the
previous meeting.

The Board examined photos of roadway damage from erosion, and discussed the cost of materials
and how roads that were rebuilt after Irene appear to be in good condition. Hall reported he had
followed up about the paving project, and had heard that there is a delay due to a fiber optic cable
that runs between Bethel and Randolph. Cloud stated that he has heard from people asking about a
penalty that was assessed on their tax bills due to late filing of the Homestead Declaration. There is a
$15 late fee, plus an 8% penalty added to the bill. This penalty is not assessed by the Town, but by
the Tax Department. Cloud reviewed the pertinent statutes, looking for ways individual could have
this penalty waived. He found that they have 14 days from the date of the bill to appeal to the Board
of Listers, or to the Selectboard in case of financial hardship. Cloud and Hall agreed to pursue this
matter further with the Tax Department and VLCT. Russell reported he received an email from Jon
Bouton, the Windsor County Forester, regarding a parcel of land previously owned by Bethel Mills,
now by Third Branch Investments. There had been some concern about clear-cutting there, but
Bouton reported he thought it was fine.

Russell made a motion that the Board go into Executive Session to deal with matters concerning
litigation to which the Town was party and to discuss contract negotiations. De Freitas seconded and
at 9:00 pm the Board went into Executive Session. Only the Board, Cloud, and Sherman were
present. No notes were kept.

At 9:25 pm Hall reopened the meeting. Russell made a motion to ratify the Settlement Agreement
dated September 13, 2012 in the matter of Giberti vs. Town of Bethel concerning lands easterly of
Campbell Road. De Freitas seconded, and the matter was put to a voice vote. Russell, De Freitas,
and Hall were all opposed. The motion did not pass.

Russell made a motion to ratify the Stipulation for Partial Declaratory Judgment dated September
13, 2012 concerning lands westerly of Campbell Road. De Freitas seconded, and the matter was put
to a voice vote. Russell, De Freitas, and Hall were all in favor. The motion passed.

Russell made a motion to adjourn to the special meeting on Thursday July 25, at 6 pm at the Town
Offices. De Freitas seconded, and the meeting was adjourned at 9:29 pm.
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