Minutes SB 3/30/2020

ZOOM LINK:
https://us04web.zoom.us/rec/share/y5VKH Lv6SROGdbzyOOHXYt-P6v6T6a81C0Qa-
PMNXxEsJT00QqGaSUgiu aj35a7cz

Present, Paul Vallee, Moe Brigham, Lindley Brainard, Therese Kirby, Dave Eddy. Doug
Marshall, Lisa Campbell.

Call to Order - Chair Chris Jarvis called the meeting to order at 6:02
« Brainard, move to approve agenda as written. Vallee second.All in favor.

Public Comment - none

COVID-19 Discussion

Jarvis provided the history of the decision to meet weekly for the duration of the COVID-
19 crisis. With daily developments during this crisis, the board felt it was crucial to meet
weekly.

Town Manager Therese Kirby provided a summary of the nightly updates to the
Selectboard.

« Dietre Feeney is reviewing the copious amounts of daily information, and
summarizing for Therese and creating a reference binder.

« Employees are documenting any COVID related work

o Kirby has filed with FEMA regarding this event.

« Road crew is doing four ten-hour days. They now have gloves and sanitizer for
each vehicle, and each employee is assigned a specific vehicle. They need to
bring anything they want to eat or drink with them from home (no stopping for
coffee). There was some talk of emergencies only for the road crew, but there
was concerns about getting behind on the dirt road conditions.

« Pam and Kelly are in the office, and each uses their own side of the office. The
town clerk has been granted permission to close her office to the public (no
realtors).

Jarvis shared that Vermont is not moving forward with any construction projects, but all
the other states are. He noted that other states have specific guidelines for workers on
those projects.

Bethel’s water line project is currently considered to be going ahead as planned.

There is concern about the downtown businesses and the double whammy of COVID-
19 and the waterline construction project.
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o Dave Eddy and Lindley Brainard noted that there is financial assistance available
to businesses due to the COVID-19, and it makes sense to move ahead with the
project.

e Brainard is working with Jesse Plotsky on a committee/task force that has formed
to advocate for the needs of businesses during the COVID-19 crisis. She noted
that there is new information every day, but she feels confident that there will be
financial support for businesses, and hopes to share that information soon in a
cohesive format.

« Kirby is speaking to a business every day, and the business she spoke to today
says that their numbers are up.

Jarvis asked about the construction schedule. Kirby said that they are moving ahead
with the contract with Tatro.

Jarvis asked about other town committees, and if they are moving ahead with meetings
on Zoom and Google.

e The board asked to be updated on the meeting schedules, and send Zoom
invitations to board members.
« Kirby will have Kelly Hill send that information to the boards/commissions.

Update on Recreation Center.

e Feeney has plans to hire someone to help her with Family Fun Nights.
e She is moving ahead with hiring for lifeguards for the summer.

Eddy asked about reaching out to Bethel residents who might be in need.

« Kirby shared the information about BethelVTstrong, who among other things has
a data base tracking those in need, and those willing to volunteer.

Lindley provided an update on Bethel VT Strong.

e The group is trying to rebuild the Citizens+ group. That group has folded, but they
have shared the information regarding neighborhood support groups.

« She feels that the group will need to be proactive in identifying people who will
need support, including vulnerable people and the second home owners who
might not know the area.

o Kirby shared that there are boxes at the town office that have information that
was gathered by Citizens+.

Info on mailer discussed at last week’s meeting.

e Brainard noted that Rebecca Stone might have found funding, and thinks the
mailer will still be regional.



Kirby, referencing the governors update today, noted that there is now a travel advisory
out for Vermont, and that people entering the state from other places need to quarantine
for two weeks.

« Eddy and Brigham noted that they have a neighbor that has three MA cars in the
yard (they don’t usually come up until summer).

« No Air B&B, no hotels, etc. People currently staying, may stay until the end of
their reservation, no adding extra time unless they are connected to Vermont
health and safety.

Brainard shared the Bethel VT Strong info, and the food program at the school.

e There is talk about merging the Bethel and So. Royalton Food Shelf with the
School Food Program. She is working with Willy Walker to develop a system that
is more functional.

« They are struggling to find volunteers to run any of the programs.

e The pick-ups are going well, but the system has to change rapidly due to the
social distancing and sanitizing processes.

e Meals on Wheels is also still delivering in the area.

« Brainard noted that there is a daily call organizing the food efforts.

« Kirby wondered if college students’ home from school would be interested in
volunteering.

« Brainard also noted that restaurant employees who have been laid off would also
be a helpful group to have helping out (since they already understand food
handling guidelines)

Discussion regarding the proper use of masks. ETC, who can use the homemade
masks, and who needs specialized masks such as N95 masks.

Transfer Station is open 7-1, but the employees are working their regular hours.

e New rules include no loitering,

« they are only taking recycling, trash, and household waste.

e They are asking that people not clean out their garages or basements right now,
and consolidate your visits to the station.

Kirby had a conversation with Jesse Plotsky and Owen Daniel-McCarter regarding local
businesses.

« Plotsky will be taking the lead on the business task force. People should contact
him directly if they would like to be involved in community wide efforts.
« Kirby is in regular touch with the businesses.

Next meeting will be April 6th, and the next regularly scheduled board meeting will be
April 13th.Anyone wishing to attend the meeting should contact the town office for Zoom
link.



If anyone has any concerns during this time, they should contact the town office directly
at 234-9340.

Motion to adjourn, 6:50pm, Vallee. Second, Brigham. All in favor.



