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Town of Bethel 
Selectboard Minutes 

Monday, April 13, 2026 
318 Main Street, Bethel, VT at 6 pm 

 
Zoom Link Meeting ID: 826 3159 3745 Passcode: 5346771 

 
All meetings of the Selectboard are meetings in the public, not of the public. Members of the 
public must be acknowledged by the chair before speaking, and state their name for the 
record. 
 
Present: Dave Eddy, Jordan Garrow, Denise Guilmette, Ben Roberts, Jed Scott, Therese 
Kirby and Julie Kraus 
 
Visiting: Lisa Campbell, Jamie Daniel, Owen Daniel-McCarter, Ele Griffin, AJ Lewin, Jesse 
Plotsky, Joann Wood, Maureen Judge 
 
6:00 pm: Chair Denise Guilmette called the meeting to order. Dave Eddy moved, Jed Scott 
seconded, to approve the agenda after editing the date. So voted. 
 
6:05 pm: Ele Griffin, Bethel Recreation Committee (BRC), for permission to hold coin drop on 
Saturday, June 20, 2026, from 8 am to noon. reminded about coin drop and clean up trail day. 
 
Dave Eddy moved Jordan Garrow seconded, to approve a coin drop for the Bethel Recreation 
Committee (BRC) on Saturday, June 20, 2026 from 8 am to noon. So voted. 
 
6:15 pm: Road Foreman AJ Lewin of the Bethel Road Crew, to request to purchase a 2025 
Caterpillar Motor Grader, 140 AWD for $402,000, using voter approved funds. This includes a 
7 year/4000-hour premier warranty and 4000-hour onsite service plan. There was another 
quote but service has not been as good in the recent past. 
 
Dave Eddy moved, Jed Scott seconded, to approve the purchase of a 2025 Caterpillar Motor 
Grader, 140 AWD for $402,000, using voter approved funds. This includes a 7 year/4000-hour 
premier warranty and 4000-hour onsite service plan. So voted (with Ben recusing himself). 
 
Public Comment 
No public comment 
 
Appointment of Bev Kerr, Ferron Griffin, Chris Fors, Chris Jarvis, Paul Vallee, Lisa McCrory 
and Dietre Feeney to a working group regarding the future of the pool/pool area. (Note: This is 
NOT a save the pool task force. This is a group of volunteers collecting data to provide to the 
Selectboard, to assist them in long-range capital planning). There will be no fundraising or 
grant writing but they will survey the taxpayers to determine needs and desires as well as data 
needed for capital planning and what people are willing to spend. Ele asked if there was a set 
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number of persons to serve on this committee. Therese Kirby stated the recommended people 
make a well-rounded committee of people with financial knowledge, community involvement, 
etc. This will be a regular committee with keeping an agenda and minutes, etc. Hopefully a 
survey will be completed in time to be included with mailing of the tax bills. Joann Wood asked 
for clarification about $5,000 being moved into the capital fund at Town Meeting. Therese said 
the money was put into the capital fund for future projects, not earmarked for this process or 
the pool. Therese Kirby said this committee is a response from the Selectboard, to requests 
from people at Town Meeting. Joann Wood reminded all that surveys can be bias in how the 
survey is creating, and asked if there is any expertise to assist with the development of the 
survey. Joann Wood agreed that an 80-85% response to the survey is helpful in achieving this 
goal. 
 
Jed Scott moved, Dave Eddy seconded, to approve the appointment of Bev Kerr, Ferron 
Griffin, Chris Fors, Chris Jarvis, Paul Vallee, Lisa McCrory and Dietre Feeney to a working 
group regarding the future of the pool/pool area. So voted. 
 
Permission for the Prouty Ultimate Bike Ride to utilize Town Roads and have an aid station 
at the River Street Bridge, on Friday, July 10, 2026. (Proof of insurance has been requested). 
 
Dave Eddy moved, Jed Scott seconded, to grant permission for the Prouty Ultimate Bike Ride 
to utilize Town Roads and have an aid station at the River Street Bridge on Friday, July 10, 
2026. (Proof of insurance has been requested. So voted. 
 
First, Third and Outdoor Consumption permit annual liquor license renewal requested by 
Babes Bar. The outdoor permit hours requested are Tuesday thru Sunday, 2pm to 12am. 
 
Dave Eddy moved, Jed Scott seconded, to approve a First, Third and Outdoor Consumption 
permit annual liquor license renewal requested by Babes Bar. The outdoor permit hours 
requested are Tuesday thru Sunday, 2pm to 12am. So voted. 
 
Catering Permits requested by Babes Bar for June 26, 2026, from 6 pm to 11 pm at 129 
Church Street (White Church) for a Pridefest event, and July 12, 2026, from 7 pm to 12 am at 
Babes Bar for a dance party. 
 
Jed Scott moved Dave Eddy seconded, to approve Catering Permits requested by Babes Bar 
for June 26, 2026, from 6 pm to 11 pm at 129 Church Street (White Church) for a Pridefest 
event, and July 12, 2026, from 7 pm to 12 am at Babes Bar for a dance party. So voted. 
 
First, Third and Outdoor Consumption permit annual liquor license requested by South 
African Steakhouse at the former Tessy’s Tavern. The outdoor consumption area is requested 
for the porch, brick patio and fenced in grass area, 7 days a week from 11 am to 11 pm inside 
and outside. 
 
Jed Scott moved, Dave Eddy seconded to approve a Third and Outdoor Consumption permit 
annual liquor license requested by South African Steakhouse at the former Tessy’s Tavern. The 
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outdoor consumption area is requested for the porch, brick patio and fenced in grass area, 7 
days a week from 11 am to 11 pm inside and outside. So voted. 
 
First Class permit annual liquor license renewal requested by Cock-a-doodle Pizza (aka 
Olyfisher, LLC). 
 
Dave Eddy moved, Jed Scott seconded, to approve a First Class permit annual liquor license 
renewal requested by Cock-a-doodle Pizza (aka Olyfisher, LLC). So voted. 
 
Conflict of Interest and Ethical Conduct Policy 
Combining the old policy and new requirements (conflict of interest and ethical conflict) into 
one policy. 
 
Ben Roberts moved, Dave Eddy seconded, to approve the Conflict of Interest and Ethical 
Conduct Policy. So voted. 
 
EPE Realty’s request to move their 104 North Main Street Property from 5.42 EU to 1 EU at 
the vacancy rate, as the property had a fire in July of 2019 and is yet to be habitable. The 
property will remain vacant for at least six more months. Property to go to tax sale as 
abatement was denied. All new permits will be required. There are two buyers interested in 
buying the property. Down to one property for tax sale as other property has been cleared. 
 
As Sewer/Water Commissioners Dave Eddy moved, Jed Scott seconded, to approve EPE 
Realty’s request to move their 104 North Main Street Property from 5.42 EU to 1 EU at the 
vacancy rate, as the property had a fire in July of 2019 and is yet to be habitable. The property 
will remain vacant for at least six more months. Sewer/Water Commissioners motion to move 
this EPE property to 1 vacant EU, to be increased to 1 EU per apartment as apartments 
become habitable, even if not rented. So voted. 
 
Minutes and Communications: 

1. Town Manager’s Report 
a. We received additional grant funding in the amount of $340,000, 

requiring an additional $85,000 in matching funds, to complete the 
Church Street to Peasant Street sidewalk project.  

b. I awarded the contract to Lafayette Highway Specialties for installing our 
four RRFBs (Rectangular Rapid Flash Beacons) on Main Street. I am 
hoping that project is compete by June 30. 

c. The working group regarding human services met on 4/3 and meets 
again tomorrow, 4/10 

d. I did attend another webinar regarding the CHIP program and have 
provided you with PowerPoint slides in your packet so you can learn as I 
do. 

e. Richard and I met with Aldrich & Elliott regarding the Phase III water 
project on Route 12. Good news is there is additional galvanized/lead 
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subsidy available to reduce the cost of the project. Before it was only on 
what you replaced - if you replaced something galvanized it was a 100% 
match. The EPA has said the money needs to be used or you are giving 
it back so they have attached more forgiveness to the project and we are 
quite certain the waterline is galvanized. We are also discussing the 
addition of work to the Gaiko reservoir, as there are issues with the roof. 

f. I have issued a RFP for paving .91 miles of Camp Brook Road, the 
mandatory prebid meeting is 4/16. Depending on the cost, our Capital 
Road Fund will take a major hit paying for this, but since we do not 
expect another paving grant for 3+ more years, we don’t feel we have a 
choice. Once the paving is removed, the area will remain dirt for four to 
six weeks. We need to do this for compaction and increasing the 
longevity of the pavement. 

g. AJ and I also met with a couple of VTrans representatives regarding 
signage and other issues on Camp Brook Road. They are reevaluating 
their signage in hopes of directing traffic to use Route 107 instead of 
Camp Brook Road. We also asked for help with DMV enforcement. Our 
is the word will spread if they are here with their scales and ticket some 
overweight vehicles, hence encouraging trucks to drive around. 

h. AJ has hired a contractor to perform street sweeping on April 24, 
weather permitting. 

i. Jed met with County Forester Dan Healey regarding Quimby Forest and 
gave an update. Talked about who would do the work on the access, the 
logger or the Town. 

2. Selectboard Minutes from 3/23/2026 — Dave Eddy moved, Jed Scott 
seconded, to approve the minutes of the 3/23/2026 Selectboard meeting as 
corrected. So voted. 

3. Other Communications — Town Meeting and Community Engagement 
Committee minutes of 3/26/2026; Bethel Development and Review Board 
minutes of 11/11/2025 and 3/17/2026; Bethel Planning Commission minutes of 
2/26/2026 and 3/26/2026; Bethel Recreation Committee minutes of 3/11/2026 
and April 1, 2026; Windsor County Sheriff’s reports for 3/2026. 

4. Any Other Business Necessary to Come Before the Board. 
 
7:09 pm: Dave Eddy moved, Jed Scott second, to adjourn the Selectboard meeting. So voted. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Julie Kraus 
 
The next Selectboard meeting is scheduled for Monday, April 27, 2026, at 6 pm at the Town 
Hall. 
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