Town of Bethel
Selectboard Meeting
November 14, 2022

6 PM @ Bethel Town Hall & via Zoom

Present: Lindley Brainard, Dave Eddy, Chris Jarvis, Gene Kraus, Paul Vallee, Therese Kirby, Julie
Kraus and filmed by Orca Media.
Visitors: Vincent Bergamo, Owen Daniel-McCarter (via Zoom), Carson and Mitchell Wenz.

6 pm — Chris Jarvis called the Selectboard meeting to order at 6 pm. Paul Vallee’s resignation from
three positions was moved to the end of the meeting and an executive session was added regarding
the employment/evaluation of a public officer. Lindley moved to approve the agenda as amended,
Dave second, so voted.

Appointments

6:05 pm: Owen Daniel-McCarter re: Equity & Inclusion Committee’s request to submit a $10,000
grant proposal with no local match required. Owen answered questions from the Selectboard.
Motion made by Lindley Brainard, seconded by Paul Vallee, to give permission to the Equity &
Inclusion Committee to apply for a $10,000 grant with no matching local funds. So voted

Motion made by Paul Vallee, seconded by Lindley Brainard, to accept David Phair’s resignation from
the Equity and Inclusion Committee, with thanks for his service. So voted.

Motion made by Gene Kraus, seconded by Lindley Brainard, to appoint Vincent Bergamo to the Energy
Committee. Vincent spoke about his interest in serving. So voted.

Bethel Library Association’s request to hold a coin drop on April 22, 2023.
Motion made by Lindley Brainard, seconded by Paul Vallee, to accept request to hold a coin drop on
April 22, 2023, with adherence to permit conditions plus proof of insurance. So voted.

Vermont River Conservancy baseline documentation report (BDR) for Bethel Floodplain Restoration -
River Corridor Easement at Carla’s Meadow. Motion made by Gene Kraus, seconded by Dave Eddy,
to authorize Chair Chris Jarvis to sign the Vermont River Conservancy baseline documentation report.
So voted.

FY 2023-2024 Budget Discussion re: payment in lieu of health insurance, COLA/merit increase, etc.
Therese did an overview of the budget, expected growth in the Grand List, etc. The Board asked
Therese to look to see if there were any cost savings to move from MVP to Blue Cross, redo the
budget with a proposed 3% salary increase, and discussion regarding increasing the payment in lieu of
health insurance, in hopes of attracting applicants. Discussion regarding moving away from organic
sand to manufactured sand, salt prices, etc.

American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) spending plan. Discussion to transfer $162,135 from General Fund
Surplus caused by the ARPA money for wage replacement, to the Capital Sewer Fund, $20,000 to the
Highway Capital Equipment Fund and $396,069.68 to the Capital Road Fund. This transfer leaves
$5,000 in the General Fund budget to revamp the Town website. Motion made by Lindley Brainard,
seconded by Paul Vallee, to table this item until the 11/28/22 meeting. So voted.



Motion made by Lindley Brainard, seconded by Dave Eddy, to accept Paul Valle’s resignation as
Trustee of Public Funds, Bethel’s representative to Two Rivers Regional Planning Commission Board
and as Deputy Health Officer, with thanks for service. So voted.

Motion made by Lindley Brainard, seconded by Dave Eddy, to approve the minutes of the 10/24/2022
Selectboard meeting as printed. So voted.

Discussion regarding the rescheduling of the Monday, December 26, 2022 Selectboard meeting to
Monday, December 19, 2022. The Selectboard agreed.

Motion made by Lindley Brainard, seconded by Paul Vallee, to enter executive session at 8:27 pm, to
discuss the employment/evaluation of a public officer per 1 VSA 8§ 313 (a)(3). At 8:32 pm the Selectboard
entered public session, where a motion was made by Lindley Brainard, seconded by Paul Vallee to
adjourn executive session. No action was taken.

Motion made by Lindley Brainard, seconded by Paul Vallee to adjourn at 8:33 pm. So voted.

Submitted by
Julie Kraus



