
Town of Bethel 
Selectboard @ 6 pm 

Monday, October 11, 2021 

Present: Chris Jarvis, Paul Vallee, Lindley Brainard, Dave Eddy, Gene 
Kraus and Therese Kirby. 

Visitors: 
Owen Daniel-McCarter  Danny Dover 
John Fago    Mary Floyd 
Ferron Griffin    Mark Heckman 
Martha Leibbrandt   Jesse Plotsky 
Lylee Rauch-Kacenski (via Zoom)   Patrick Redden

6 pm Chris Jarvis called the meeting to order. Lindley Brainard moved 
to approve the agenda as presented, Paul Vallee seconded. Approved. 

Appointments: 

Patrick Redden, owner of 21 Livery Stable Road, is requesting utility 
fees continue to be waived until May 2022. Therese Kirby gave the  
Selectboard some history of this account. Patrick said he purchased it in 
2009, it was vacant since 2004, there were many structural deficiencies:  
foundation washed out in several places, first floor beams rotted, all 
finishes need to be installed, and no water or sewage used since 2004. 
Goal of building into 3 separate units has changed to now getting it to a 
point where someone will look at it to buy. Paying another $5000 a year 
for utilities is not feasible. Chris Jarvis explained the current water/
sewage rules and the need for consistency with past requests of this 
type. Currently charged vacancy rate for 4 units, but if it becomes a 
single-family home, charges will be less. Paul Redden is planning to put 
it on the market in May. Discussion of abatement of all amount due 









































Rotary’s request to waive fee to use Town Hall on 10/24/21 
Therese Kirby noted the normal fee is $50 for 2 hours for non-profit 
organizations. The Rotary is active in Bethel and has served the town 
through the years. Paul Vallee moved and Lindley Brainard seconded  to 
waive the usage fee for the Town Hall by the Rotary on 
10/24/21.Unanimously approved. 

Act 64 - Mailing ballots for SCHOOL issues only at Annual Meeting 
only  
Therese Kirby explained the Selectboard may need to decide whether or 
not the Selectboard will allow the mailing of ballots for SCHOOL 
ISSUES to all active Bethel voters. This was done during COVID and 
Town Clerk Pam Brown was advising a request MAY come. The School 
Board would need to decide if they want to make this request. If the 
School Board wants to do this, the Selectboards of both Bethel and 
Royalton would need to vote to approve the request. While  Town 
Clerks want more people to vote, they are not in favor of mailing ballots 
to all registered voters, as there are numerous ways voters may request a 
ballot.  There has not been a formal request from the School Board at 
this time, but Pam Brown wanted the Selectboard to know about this 
new law.  

Draft March 2022 Town Meeting Warning
The Selectboard asked visitors present for their thoughts about 
Australian ballot or mail in ballot. The general feeling is there is value to 
voting in person. Chris Jarvis noted studies have been conducted 
regarding moving Town Meeting to Saturday, and they show no 
difference in number of voters when the meeting date is moved. Chris 
Jarvis has spoken with some older residents and they still want voting at 
town meeting.  Lylee Rauch-Kacenski spoke about the importance of 
meeting people at Town Meeting, as well as promoting democracy. The 
Selectboard will leave the draft warning as is and discuss more at the 
next meeting. 

 














































































