
Bethel Town Meeting Committee 
Minutes of April 25, 2016 Meeting 

 
Present:  Jean Burnham, Rick Benson, Neil Brooks, Victoria Weber, Davis Dimock and 
Rebecca Stone.  
 
Rick called the meeting to order at 3:30 and announced that Laura Rebenis had been appointed 
to the committee by the Selectboard on April 11th.   
 
Town Topics/Public Forums 
We discussed which topics to plan to hold forums on in 2016.   We narrowed our list to the 
following possible topics:   
  -What people want for Downtown,  
  -Volunteer opportunities in various committees, positions and organizations 
  -Possible new town garage and town offices 
  -Sewer and water issues 
  -Town meeting issues like when to hold town meeting, a meal, etc. 
 
We will plan to hold a forum on Thursday June 23rd to get ideas from citizens as to what they 
would like to see happen downtown, especially since there are several empty buildings.  This 
will be held in conjunction with Bethel Revitalization Initiative.  Rebecca is our liaison with the 
BRI, and she will also see if one or two people from the Vermont Agency of Commerce and 
Community Development, Downtown Program, can speak about opportunities.   
 
Davis encouraged us to use work that has already been done by the ‘Wall to the Hall’ 
committee, and architect Michael Mill’s plans for street-scapeing, walking trails, etc.   
Neil brought up the need for kids to have a place to be and things to do at times like Sunday 
evening when Cookadoodle Pizza is closed.   
 
Bethel Operator’s Manual 
We discussed some needs for the map (or maps) that will be at the center of the manual.  We 
will leave in the Citizen Plus neighborhoods so people can see who they should work with in 
case of an emergency.   
 
Rick said that the idea of offering the Manual to realtors and hiring companies/institutions is a 
great idea and would be ‘Stage 2’. 
 
We will apply for the Small and Inspiring grant from Vermont Community Foundation, with a 
due date of July 26th - possible amount :  $2,500.  Ben and Jerry’s has a small grant program for 
municipalities or 501 3c organizations with monthly rolling deadlines.  Rick will be speaking 
with the Bethel Mascoma Bank manager.   
 
In order to move ahead with the goal of getting a draft out to the public, each of us is 
encouraged to complete the first drafts of our assigned sections.  We agreed that we will try to 
edit using an online documents site that would let us have one main running version that we can 



each contribute to.  Rebecca will be able to help us with this in June.   Rick said we need to have 
a working meeting to edit our drafts, but we have not set a specific date for that yet.    
 
Website for Manual 
We want to get a draft of the manual up for people to look at and make comments and 
suggestions.  
 
Later we will need to carefully choose a platform on the web that will work for us to create, edit 
and explore the manual.  Two possibilities are Squarespace and Weebly Website Builder, but 
there are others as well.  Wordpress is probably too difficult to use.  We would like to get one or 
more volunteers who could put the manual up on the chosen platform and then keep it up.  It 
would link to and from the town website. 
 
The next meeting will be May 23rd because May 30th is Memorial Day. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 5:04pm. 
 
Minutes respectfully submitted by Victoria Weber, Secretary, April 26, 2016.   

  


